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Great ideas for entertaining the whole familyDIARY DATES

AUGUST

1 August
Jousting Tournaments
Thrilling family entertainment 
with the spectacular Knights 
of Royal England Jousting 
Tournaments. Hever Castle, 
Hever, 01732 865224, 
www.hevercastle.co.uk

1 August
Balloons, Bikes & 
Ferraris
Millions of pounds worth of 
Ferraris, magical hot air balloons 
and fabulous Italian bikes 
combined with the sounds of 
the Croydon Steel Orchestra. 
Groombridge Place,
01892 861444, 
www.groombridge.co.uk

2 August
Wild about the Castle
From mini-beasts to mammals, 
what creatures can be found 
lurking in the Castle grounds? 
Guided nature trails, static 
Owls on display, and story 
telling. Chiddingstone Castle, 
Chiddingstone, 01892 870347, 
www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk

2 August
Fairy gardens
Find the fairy glade and listen to 
a story about woodland elves, 
make a garden for the elves 
and fairies to enjoy and a wand 
to take home, 10.30-11.30 & 
2-3pm, age 3-6 yrs £5.60, adult 
£3.95. Wilderness Wood, Hadlow 
Down, 01825 53059,
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

3 August
Tudor Costumes
Children can try on Tudor 
costumes, 11am-3pm. Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

3 August
Teddy Bear pirate 
Party
Dress up as a pirate and enjoy a 
teddy bear pirate party, 11am-
3.30pm. The White Cliffs of Dover 
& South Foreland Lighthouse, 
Dover, 01304 202756, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

3 August
Orienteering
A children’s fun activity 
afternoon, £2.50, booking 
advisable, 2-4pm. Smallhythe 
Place, Tenderden, 
01580 762334,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

3 August
Castaway
Join an expedition deep into the 
woods, have fun building shelters 
from woodland materials and 
cooking sausages over your 
camp fi re, 10.30–1.30pm, age 
6-11 yrs, £10.35. Wilderness 
Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059,
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

4 August
Crafty Trails, Potraits
Trails for children of all ages, 
normal admission charges + £1, 
11am-3pm. Knole, Sevenoaks, 
01732 462100,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

4 August
Wonderful 
Wednesdays
Children’s activities include 
sheep making, brass rubbing 
and a teddy bears’ picnic, normal 
admission charges + £1.50 per 
activity, 11am-4pm. Alfriston 
Clergy House, Polegate, 
01323 870001,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

4 August
Wild life Safari
A mini-beast hunt will introduce 
us to some of the smaller 
inhabitants, fi nishing with the 
children making a beautiful 
dragonfl y to take home, 10am – 
12 noon, 5+ years. Bedgebury, 
Goudhurst, 01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

4 August
Family Fun Day
A great day out for all the family, 
normal admission charges + 
small charges for many of the 
activities, 11am-4pm. Bodiam 
Castle,Robertsbridge, 
01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

4-5 August 
Holiday Happenings, 
Summer Fun
Don’t be bored during the  
holidays, come along to our 
famous, free drop-in art & craft 
activities for all ages, no booking 
is required, (children must be 
accompanied at all times). 
10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm. 
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art 
Gallery, 01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

5 August 
Young Nature Hunters 
and Mini Beast Safaris
An opportunity for families to 
explore a local open space 
looking for different mini beasts, 
children must be fully supervised 
by an adult at all times, places 
must be booked in advance. 
Dunorlan Park, Tunbridge Wells 
Museum & Art Gallery, 
01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

5 August
Family Map Challenge
Come and pit yourselves against 
the clock to fi nd markers hidden 
around the site, 10am–12 noon, 
7+ years. Bedgebury, Goudhurst, 
01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

5 August
Woodland monsters
Go into the deep dark woods 
in search of a monster, listen 
to his story, get camoufl aged, 
then follow the clues to his 
hiding place, 10.30-11.30am, 
age 3-6 yrs £5.60  Adult £3.95. 
Wilderness Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

5-8 August
Fame
The smash-hit musical set in 
the 80’s with a cast of 250 local 
youngsters singing and dancing 
form one show stopping moment 
to another. The Orchard Thaetre, 
Dartford, 01322 220000, 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk

6 August
Wild Child Fridays
Enjoy fun wildlife-themed 
children’s activities. £2, 
12pm-3pm. Scotney Castle, 
Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells, 
01892 893860, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

6 August
Crafty Stuff
Be creative with clay, paint 
and natural materials, making 
woodland animals and scenes 
with artist Lyn Merrick.10am-
12.30pm. Wilderness Wood, 
Hadlow Down, 01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

6 August 
Teddy Bears Picnic
An adventure in the woods for 
bears and their owners, with 
games and a picnic – bring 
picnic tea and bear. £5.60 
per bear (acc by child of 3-6). 
Wilderness Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

6-13 August
Broadstairs Folk Week
This internationally-acclaimed 
event is a heady mix of top line 
concerts, dance music from 
around the world, workshops and 
much, much more. Broadstairs, 
01843 604080, 
www.broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk. 

7 August
Alice Through the 
Looking Glass
Quantum Theatre bring their 
lively brand of comedy, music 
and magic to Lewis Carroll’s 
timeless classic, adult £16, child 
£8, booking essential, 7pm. 
Scotney Castle, Lamberhurst, 
01892 893860,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

7 August
An Edwardian Garden 
Fete
Bring a picnic and enjoy fun and 
games from a past era, normal 
admission charges + £2 for 
children’s activities, 11am-5pm. 
Emmetts Garden, Ide Hill, 
01732 868381,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk
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7 August
Pirates and Prisons
A special walk for children to 
experience the cliffs’ varied 
history, booking essential, 11am 
- 3pm. The White Cliffs of Dover 
& South Foreland Lighthouse, 
Dover, 01304 202756, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

7-8 August
World War I Weekend
Experience life on the Western 
Front in this living history 
weekend,11am-5pm. Bateman’s, 
Burwash, 01435 882302, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

7-8 August
WWII Home Front
Enjoy our annual 1940s 
weekend and see civilian 
and military vehicles of the 
period, 11am-4pm. Bodiam 
Castle,Robertsbridge,
01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

7-8 August
Long Bow Warfare
The Company of 1415 medieval 
archers will demonstrate the 
effectiveness of the longbow and 
crossbow as a military weapon 
with close range targets and 
speed shoots. Hever Castle, 
Hever, 01732 865224,
www.hevercastle.co.uk

9 August
Marine Monday
Celebrate Marine Week with fun 
seashore activities, £2, booking 
advisable, 1-3.30pm. Birling Gap, 
East Sussex Downs, 
01323 871318,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

9 August
Bug Hunts
In the morning, 10.30-11.30am, 
there is a baby bug hunt for 
3-6yr olds and at 10.30am-
12.30pm there is a big bug hunt 
for 7-11 yr olds. Wilderness 
Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059,
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

9-10 August
Silly Semaphore
Try sending coded messages 
1-5pm, Emmetts Garden, Ide Hill, 
01732 868381 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

9-11 August
Knight and Princess 
Academy
Learn some of the skills needed 
to be a knight in armour or 
medieval princess, normal 
admission charges + £5, booking 
essential. Bodiam Castle, 
Robertsbridge, 01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

10 August
Tudor Costumes
Children can try on Tudor 
costumes, 11am-3pm. Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

10 August
Family Nature Trail 
and Craft Activity
A children’s fun activity 
afternoon, £2.50, booking 
advisable, 2pm - 4pm. 
Smallhythe Place, Tenderden, 
01580 762334, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

10 August
Just So Story Day
Children’s activities based 
on Rudyard Kipling’s Just So 
Stories, 12pm - 4pm. Bateman’s 
Burwash, 01435 882302,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

10 August
Fairy gardens
Find the fairy glade and listen to 
a story about woodland elves, 
make a garden for the elves 
and fairies to enjoy and a wand 
to take home, 10.30-11.30 & 
2-3pm, age 3-6 yrs £5.60, Adult 
£3.95. Wilderness Wood, Hadlow 
Down, 1825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

11 August
Wonderful 
Wednesdays
Children’s activities include 
sheep making, brass rubbing 
and a teddy bears’ picnic, normal 
admission charges + £1.50 per 
activity, 11am-4pm. Alfriston 
Clergy House, Polegate, 
01323 870001, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

11 August
Crafty Trails, Animals
Trails for children of all ages. 
Normal admission charges apply 
plus £1. 11am - 3pm. Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

11 August
Junior Lighthouse 
Keeper Training Day
Learn about the day-to-day lives 
of the lighthouse keeper, 11am-
3.30pm. The White Cliffs of Dover 
& South Foreland Lighthouse, 
Dover, 01304 202756, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

11 August
Castaway
Join an expedition deep into the 
woods, have fun building shelters 
from woodland materials and 
cooking sausages over your 
camp fire, 10.30–1.30pm, age 
6-11 yrs, £10.35. Wilderness 
Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059,
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

11-12 August 
Holiday Happenings, 
Summer Fun
Don’t be bored during the school 
holidays, come along to our 
famous, free drop-in art and craft 
activities for all ages, no booking 
is required, but children must 
be accompanied at all times, 
10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm. 
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art 
Gallery, 01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

12 August
Family Walk
Enjoy a family walk and bug 
hunt through the deer park. £1 
Booking essential, 2-3pm. Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

12 August
Family Map Challenge
Come and pit yourselves against 
the clock to find  markers hidden 
around the site 10am-12 noon, 
7+ years. Bedgebury, Goudhurst, 
01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

12 August 
Young Nature Hunters 
and Mini Beast Safaris
An opportunity for families to 
explore a local open space 
looking for different mini beasts, 
children must be fully supervised 
by an adult at all times, places 
must be booked in advance. 
Rusthall Common, Tunbridge 
Wells Museum & Art Gallery, 
01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

12  August
Survive in the Wild
What are the four things you 
need to survive? Find them in 
the woods, hands-on activities to 
learn woodland bushcraft skills, 
10-12noon, age 8-13yrs, £7.50, 
Adult £3.95. Wilderness Wood, 
Hadlow Down, 01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

13 August
Wild Child Fridays
Enjoy fun wildlife-themed 
children’s activities. £2, 
12pm - 3pm. Scotney Castle, 
Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells, 
01892 893860, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

13 August
Woodland monsters
Go into the deep dark woods 
in search of a monster, listen 
to his story, get camouflaged, 
then follow the clues to his 
hiding place, 10.30-11.30am, 
age 3-6 yrs £5.60  Adult £3.95. 
Wilderness Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

13-14 August
Fame The Musical
For 6-20yrs olds, in just two 
weeks you will learn the songs 
and dances to this fabulous 
show and get to perform it on 
the Stag Theatre stage on Friday 
13th and Saturday 14th. 01342 
322411 to book. Weekly singing 
and dancing classes continue 
throughout the holidays, 
www.bullfrogproductions.co.uk

13-15 August
Jousting Tournaments
Thrilling family entertainment 
with the spectacular Knights 
of Royal England Jousting 
Tournaments. Hever Castle, 
Hever, 01732 865224, 
www.hevercastle.co.uk

14 August
James and the Giant 
Peach
Open-air stage performance of 
the book by Roald Dahl. Adult 
£16, child £8. Booking essential 
on 0870 240 4068, 7.30pm. 
Ightham Mote, Sevenoaks, 
01732 810378, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

14-15 August
Grand Medieval 
Weekend
Turn back the clock to the 14th 
Century at this spectacular 
event. Adult £7.50, child £3.75, 
10.30am-5.30pm. Bodiam 
Castle,Robertsbridge, 
01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

15 August
Danger Mouse Saves 
the World
The retired secret agent, 
upholder of justice, lover of 
small puppies, is called upon to 
save the world one more time, 
2.30pm, adult £12.50, child 
£9.50. Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells, 01892 530613, 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk

16 August
Victorian Games
A world before computers, what 
did the children play? Join in the 
fun and frolics from the Victorian 
Era and meet Charlie the 
Shoeshine Boy. Chiddingstone 
Castle, Chiddingstone, 
01892 870347, 
www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk

16 August
Fairy gardens
Find the fairy glade and listen to 
a story about woodland elves, 
make a garden for the elves 
and fairies to enjoy and a wand 
to take home, 10.30-11.30 & 
2-3pm, age 3-6 yrs £5.60, Adult 
£3.95. Wilderness Wood, Hadlow 
Down, 01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk
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16-20 August
The Stag Summer Film 
School
If you are 11-18yrs you will 
learn all aspects of film making 
at The Stag, both in front and 
behind the camera, and shoot 
a 30 minute film which will be 
premiered on the big screen at 
the Stag Cinema in September, 
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk

16-21 August
Ramsgate Week
More than 100 boats take part 
in the Royal Temple Yacht Club’s 
annual regatta. Ramsgate, 
01843 591766, 
www.ramsgateweek.com

17 August
Tudor Costumes
Children can try on Tudor 
costumes, 11am-3pm. Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

17 August
Fun with Dressing Up
A children’s fun activity 
afternoon,  £2.50, booking 
advisable, 2-4pm Smallhythe 
Place, Tenderden, 
01580 762334,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

17 August
Great Expectations
Quantum Theatre brings the 
Dickens family classic to life, 
11am and 3pm. Bedgebury, 
Goudhurst, 01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

17 August
Woodland monsters
Go into the deep dark woods 
in search of a monster, listen 
to his story, get camouflaged, 
then follow the clues to his 
hiding place, 10.30-11.30am, 
age 3-6 yrs £5.60, adult £3.95. 
Wilderness Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

17-18 August
Jungle Book Days
Two days of Kipling’s children’s 
classic brought to life with 
storytelling, face painting and 
model making. Normal admission 
charges plus £5, 11am-4.30pm, 
Bateman’s Burwash, 01435 
882302, www.nationaltrust.org.uk

17-18 August
Peppa Pig’s Party
A charming and imaginative 
show full of songs, muddy 
puddles ond oinks featuring 
beautiful puppets, various times 
and prices. Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley, 0844 8717620, www.
ambassadortickets.com/bromley

18 August
Wonderful 
Wednesdays
Children’s activities include 
sheep making, brass rubbing 
and a teddy bears’ picnic, normal 
admission charges + £1.50 per 
activity, 11am-4pm. Alfriston 
Clergy House, Polegate, 
01323 870001, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

18 August
Crafty Trails, Flowers 
& Plants
Trails for children of all ages. 
Normal admission applies 
plus £1. 11am-3pm.  Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

18 August 
Wild life Safari
A mini-beast hunt will introduce 
us to some of the smaller 
inhabitants, and we will look for 
evidence of other inhabitants 
finishing with the children 
making a beautiful dragonfly to 
take home, 10am–12 noon, 5+ 
years. Bedgebury, Goudhurst, 
01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

18 August
Woodland explorers
A day of exploration, 
identification and art, hunt for 
creatures, identify them using 
keys and computer software and 
find out what is special about 
them, dissect owl pellets, make 
casts of animal prints and create 
graphs, paintings and models 
of your discoveries, 10.30am-
3.30pm, age 6-15yrs £18.50, 
Adult £18.50. Wilderness Wood, 
Hadlow Down, 01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

18-19 August 
Holiday Happenings, 
Summer Fun
Don’t be bored during the school 
holidays, come along to our 
famous, free drop-in art and craft 
activities for all ages, no booking 
is required, (children must be 
accompanied at all times). 
10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm. 
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art 
Gallery, 01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

18-20 August
Great Treasure 
Challenge
Explore the castle and track 
down the treasure. 11am-4pm. 
Bodiam Castle,Robertsbridge, 
01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

19 August
Teddy Bear pirate 
Party
Dress up as a pirate and enjoy a 
teddy bear pirate party, 11am-
3.30pm. The White Cliffs of Dover 
& South Foreland Lighthouse, 
Dover, 01304 202756, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

19 August 
Young Nature Hunters 
and Mini Beast Safaris
An opportunity for families to 
explore a local open space 
looking for different mini beasts, 
children must be fully supervised 
by an adult at all times, places 
must be booked in advance. 
Tunbridge Wells Common, 
Tunbridge Wells Museum & 
Art Gallery, 01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

19 August 
Family Map Challenge
Come and pit yourselves against 
the clock to find  markers hidden 
around the site 10am-12 noon, 
7+ years.  Bedgebury, Goudhurst, 
01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

19 August 
Teddy Bears Picnic
An adventure in the woods for 
bears and their owners, with 
games and a picnic, bring picnic 
tea and bear. £5.60 per bear 
(acc by child of 3-6). Wilderness 
Wood, Hadlow Down, 01825 
53059, www.wildernesswood.co.uk

19 August
Castaway
Join an expedition deep into the 
woods, have fun building shelters 
from woodland materials and 
cooking sausages over your 
camp fire, 10.30–1.30pm, age 
6-11 yrs, £10.35. Wilderness 
Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

20 August
Wild Child Fridays
Enjoy fun wildlife-themed 
children’s activities. £2, 
12pm-3pm. Scotney Castle, 
Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells, 
01892 893860, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

20 August
Friday Fun, Moving 
Pictures
Drop-in art, craft and story-
telling sessions for 2-5 year olds 
with an accompanying adult, 
10.30-11.30am. Tunbridge Wells 
Museum & Art Gallery, 
01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

20 August
Litter Art Attack
Turn flotsam and jetsam into 
works of art. £2 Booking 
advisable 11am-1pm. Birling 
Gap, East Sussex Downs, 
01323 871318, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

20 August
Survival special
Spend a day in the wood learning 
basic family bushcraft, build a 
better shelter than your dad, 
experiment with different ways 
of lighting fires and cook your 
lunch in the woods, 10am-4pm, 
Child (8-15) £22,  Adult £38.50. 
Wilderness Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

20-21 August
Nutcracker
English Youth Ballet presents a 
dazzling, colourful and appealing 
interpretation of the famous 
ballet. Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley, 0844 8717620, 
www.ambassadortickets.com/
bromley

21-22 August
Jugglers and Jesters
Entertainment provided by 
the court jesters, 11am-4pm. 
Bodiam Castle, Bodiam, 
01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

21-22 August
Jousting Tournaments
Thrilling family entertainment 
with the spectacular Knights 
of Royal England Jousting 
Tournaments. Hever Castle, 
Hever, 01732 865224, 
www.hevercastle.co.uk

21-22 August
Teddy’s Day Out
Take Teddy out for a day on the 
train, all children accompanied 
by a Teddy travel for £1. Spa 
Valley Railway, Tunbridge Wells, 
01892 537715, 
www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk

23 August
Survive in the wild
What are the four things you 
need to survive? Find them in 
the woods, hands-on activities to 
learn woodland bushcraft skills, 
10-12noon, age 8-13yrs, £7.50, 
Adult £3.95.  Wilderness Wood, 
Hadlow Down, 01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

23 August
PipSqueaks 
Fundraising Fun 
Afternoon
Raising money for the Chartwell 
Unit, Breast Cancer Care, 
Sentinel Node Scanner Appeal at 
the PRU Hospital, Farnborough. 
St John’s URC Orpington, 2-4pm. 
There will be stalls, games, craft, 
cakes, raffles, refreshments, 
singing and much more! £1 
entry per person includes 1 
free entry into the raffle. Tickets 
available from Pipsqueaks Music 
Ltd, 01732 462672 or email  
havefun@pipsqueaksmusic.co.uk



24 August
PipSqueaks 
Fundraising Fun 
Afternoon
Raising money for the Chartwell 
Unit, Breast Cancer Care, 
Sentinel Node Scanner Appeal at 
the PRU Hospital, Farnborough. 
SOtford Methodist Church Hall 
2-4pm. There will be stalls, 
games, craft, cakes, raffles, 
refreshments, singing and much 
more! £1 entry per person 
includes 1 free entry into the 
raffle. Tickets available from 
Pipsqueaks Music Ltd, 
01732 462672 or email 
havefun@pipsqueaksmusic.co.uk

23-24 August
Silly Semaphore
Try sending coded messages, 
1-5pm, Emmetts Garden, 
Ide Hill, 01732 868381
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

23-27 August
The Stag Summer Film 
School
If you are 11-18yrs you will 
learn all aspects of film making 
at Swanley Technology College, 
both in front and behind the 
camera, and shoot a 30 minute 
film which will be premiered 
on the big screen at the Stag 
Cinema in September, 
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk

24 August
Tudor Costumes
Children can try on Tudor 
costumes, 11am-3pm. Knole, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 462100, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

24 August
Fun with Clay
A children’s fun activity 
afternoon. £2.50 Booking 
advisable, 2-4pm. Smallhythe 
Place, Tenderden, 
01580 762334, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

24 August
Bug Hunts
In the morning, 10.30-11.30am, 
there is a baby bug hunt for 
3-6yr olds and at 10.30am-
12.30pm there is a big bug hunt 
for 7-11 yr olds. Wilderness 

Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

24-31 August
Dress In Armour and 
Firing of the Trebuchet
The team from Hands on History 
invite you to dress up in armour, 
normal admission charges + £2 
and witness the daily firings of 
a full-size replica trebuchet – a 
catapult used in medieval castle 
sieges., 11am-4pm. Bodiam 
Castle,Robertsbridge, 
01580 830196, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

25 August
Wonderful 
Wednesdays
Children’s activities include 
sheep making, brass rubbing 
and a teddy bears’ picnic, normal 
admission charges + £1.50 per 
activity, 11am-4pm. Alfriston 
Clergy House, Polegate, 
01323 870001, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

25 August 
Wild life Safari
A mini-beast hunt will introduce 
us to some of the smaller 
inhabitants, and we will look for 
evidence of other inhabitants 
finishing with the children 
making a beautiful dragonfly to 
take home, 10am-12 noon, 
5+ years. Bedgebury, 
Goudhurst, 01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

25 August
Summer Family Fun 
Day
Enjoy a day of fun in the garden 
with storytelling, face painting, 
pond dipping and games, 11am-
4.30pm, Bateman’s Burwash, 
01435 882302, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

25 August
Castaway
Join an expedition deep into the 
woods, have fun building shelters 
from woodland materials and 
cooking sausages over your 
camp fire, 10.30–1.30pm, age 
6-11 yrs, £10.35. Wilderness 
Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

25-26 August
Holiday Happenings, 
Summer Fun
Don’t be bored during the 
holidays, come along to our 
famous, free drop-in art and 
craft activities for all ages, no 
booking required, (children must 
be accompanied at all times). 
10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm. 
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art 
Gallery, 01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

25-27 August
The Gruffalo
The award winning picture 
book which, recently voted the 
nation’s number one bedtime 
story by BBC Radio 2 listeners is 
back on a UK tour. Theatre 
Royal Brighton, Brighton, 
08448 717 650, 
www.ambassadortickets.com/brighton

26 August
Smugglers Ahoy
See how smugglers have shaped 
the history of Birling Gap. £2 
Booking advisable, 1.30-3pm. 
Birling Gap, East sussex Downs, 
01323 871318, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

26 August 
Young Nature Hunters 
and Mini Beast Safaris
An opportunity for families to 
explore local open space looking 
for different mini beasts, children 
must be supervised at all times, 
must be booked in advance.  
Hilbert Recreation Ground, 
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art 
Gallery, 01892 554171, 
www.tunbridgewellsmuseum.org

26 August
Family Map Challenge
Pit yourselves against the clock 
to find  markers hidden around 
the site 10am–12 noon, 7+ 
years.  Bedgebury, Goudhurst, 
01580 879820, 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.uk

26 August
Fairy gardens
Find the fairy glade and listen to 
a story about woodland elves, 

make a garden for the elves 
and fairies to enjoy and a wand 
to take home, 10.30-11.30 & 
2-3pm, age 3-6 yrs £5.60, Adult 
£3.95. Wilderness Wood, Hadlow 
Down, 1825 53059, 
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

27 August
Wild Child Fridays
Enjoy fun wildlife-themed 
children’s activities. £2, 
12pm-3pm. Scotney Castle, 
Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells, 
01892 893860, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

27 August
Children’s Plot to Plate 
Day
Do some planting in the kitchen 
garden and gobble up a tasty 
lunch, 11am-3pm. Adult £15, 
Child £20. Chartwell, Westerham, 
01732 863087, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

27 August
Junior Lighthouse 
Keeper Training Day
Learn about the day-to-day lives 
of the lighthouse keeper, 11am-
3.30pm. The White Cliffs of Dover 
& South Foreland Lighthouse, 
Dover, 01304 202756, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

27 August
Woodland monsters
Go into the deep dark woods 
in search of a monster, listen 
to his story, get camouflaged, 
then follow the clues to his 
hiding place, 10.30-11.30am, 
age 3-6 yrs £5.60  Adult £3.95. 
Wilderness Wood, Hadlow Down, 
01825 53059,
www.wildernesswood.co.uk

27-28 August
Jousting Tournaments
Thrilling family entertainment 
with the spectacular Knights 
of Royal England Jousting 
Tournaments. Hever Castle, 
Hever, 01732 865224, 
ww.hevercastle.co.uk

29 August
Art in Wood
Watch a local woodcarver 
demonstrate his craft, 11am-
4pm. Ightham Mote, Ivy Hatch. 
01732 810378, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

29-30 August
Civilians at War
Find out more about life on 
the Home Front during World 
War II, as Hands on History 
enlist you into the Home Guard, 
interactive demonstrations and 
presentations, 12 noon-4pm. 
Penshurst Place, Penshurst, 
01892 870307, 
www.penshurstplace.com

29-30 August
Long Bow Warfare
The Company of 1415 medieval 
archers will demonstrate the 
effectiveness of the longbow and 
crossbow as a military weapon 
with close range targets and 
speed shoots. Hever Castle, 
Hever, 01732 865224, 
www.hevercastle.co.uk

29-30 August
Bank Holiday Family 
Fun
Inflatable pirate ship, sports 
activities, pedal cars and garden 
games, circus workships and 
story telling. Groombridge Place, 
01892861444, 
www.groombridge.co.uk

30 August
Seriously Samurai
An action packed day of 
Japanese combat, including 
Taiko Drumming workshops 
(for 8yrs+) and Samurai re-
enactments. Chiddingstone 
Castle, Chiddingstone, 
01892 870347, 
www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk

30 August
Bank Holiday Monday 
Fun
Free from noon, enjoy maypole 
dancing followed by various 
activities and games, 12-
4pm. Alfriston Clergy House, 
Polegate, 01323 870001, www.
nationaltrust.org.uk

31 August
Bug Hunts
In the morning, 10.30-11.30am, 
there is a baby bug hunt for 
3-6yr olds. At 10.30am-12.30pm 
there is a big bug hunt for 
7-11 yr olds. Wilderness Wood,  
Hadlow Down, 01825 53059,  
www.wildernesswood.co.uk


